
TIRE WEAR
Recognizing how your tire is wearing and what causes it can help you get the most out of your purchase.

The �rst question most people ask about their tire is “How many miles do I have left on these guys? Do I need to replace them?” And 
then give a look and say “ah, their �ne for a while”. Well this is partly true, but the info below gives a little more into knowing when it is a 
good time to replace your tires.
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The best way to know if your tires are in need of replacing is by the Tire Wear 
Indicator, also referred to as TWI. These are the small raised rubber notches 
inside the tread grooves. Once the tire tread is worn down to these notches (to 
the point the notches are at the same level as the tire tread, it is time to replace 
your tire(s). This ensures you are getting the most of your tire, while staying 
within a safe range of riding.

Tire wear from Under/Over-in�ation
Tire in�ation is the biggest factor and getting the most use out of your tire. 
How do you know what the best psi is for your tire? It’s best to go with your 
motorcycle manufacturer’s recommendation, not the recommendation of the 
tire manufacturer. Your tire manufacturer doesn’t know the weight of your bike 
and what goes on it.

However, the sidewall does provide you a benchmark. This amount is a 
maximum psi listing, and it’s just that: maximum, not an average. Use this info 
knowing what you are putting on your bike.

A tire's built-in tread wear 
indicator bars are just one way to 
identify how much tread is 
remaining. However, another way 
that is using a quarter. Take your 
quarter, turn Washington upside 
down, and insert him head �rst 
into one of the grooves on your 
tire. If you can see the top of his 
head, you should get new tires.

Overin�action Recommended Under in�ation

Maximum Pressure location



Rocky Mountain ATV & MC
https://www.rockymountainatvmc.com/rm-rid-
er-exchange/-
just-faqs-understanding-motorcycle-tire-wear/
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What about old tires, but little wear - does it matter?
The short answer: Yes. Most experts will say that no matter what, you should 
change your tires after 5-6 years even if there’s been little wear. The reason? 
Many factor can contribute to wear (not from just riding): UV radiation, ozone, 
exposure to sunlight for long periods of time, and extreme heat. Even oxygen, 
break down and deteriorate your tire. 

Keep in mind though, this time-frame starts from the date of manufacture, not 
the purchase date.

How could you possibly know when the tire was manufactured? Every tire has a 
DOT code stamped on the sidewall. One bit of info is the manufacture date.

Final words
Knowing when your tires were manufactured, keeping your tire pressing at the 
recommended psi, and keeping your tires out of harsh elements (specially 
when not riding) can help in keeping you safe out on the road. 

And using a term like “Sun Rot” at your next cocktail party will make you sound 
like a freaking stud!

Manufacturer & Plant Code
Tire Size
Manufacturer ID Number
Date of Manufacture
(Week and Year / 50th week of 2008)

Signs of wear
The cracking you seen in the rubber you know is not good. It is a sure sign of 
the loss of integrity of the rubber - this is called sun rot.

SUN ROT     =    TIRE CRACKS


