
1%ers & Outlaw Clubs
A brief background on them and what to do if confronted.

Being knowledgeable about a subject in any �eld, whether it’s being at the gym, skydiving, skiing, driving, foreign travel, etc. will 
always provide you tools to deal with subjects or situations when it deems necessary. Learning about the 1%ers/Outlaws is no 
exception. Like the saying goes: Knowledge is power, and in this situation - it’s good to get schooled!
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This info is to shed some light into what to do if you are confronted with a 1%er 
or Outlaw MC. 

First o�, the likelihood of this happening is very slim, but if you did, this may be 
good info (it really depends on the member, or more so the Prospect). But let 
me state, this is very real - there are Outlaw/1%ers.

What is an Outlaw Motorcycle Club or 1%ers?

Outlaw MCs
An outlaw motorcycle club is a motorcycle subculture that has its roots in the 
immediate post-World War II era of American society. It is generally centered on 
the use of cruiser motorcycles, particularly Harley-Davidsons and choppers, 
and a set of ideals that celebrate freedom, nonconformity to mainstream 
culture and loyalty to the biker group.

1%ers
Some outlaw motorcycle clubs can be distinguished by a "1%" patch worn on 
their colors. This is said to refer to a comment by the American Motorcyclist 
Association (AMA) that 99% of motorcyclists were law-abiding citizens, 
implying the last one percent were outlaws.

Like mentioned above, most MC’s won’t have an issue with you, but they will if 
you provoke them or disrespect them, so it’s best to stay out of their business.

The 1% diamond is the main identi�er of a 1%er. It is mostly worn on the left 
shoulder, but is also sometimes seen on the back of their cut.

Another identi�er is that they ride mainly Harley and choppers. This doesn’t 
mean that the Harley you see riding down the road is a 1%er, it just means that 
you won’t see 1%ers riding Honda's or Yamaha's.



Motorcycle Club/Riding Club Education
http://www.rcvsmc.net/id8.html

Wikipedia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outlaw_motorcy-
cle_club
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Most clubs are not outlaw clubs and don’t wear a top and bottom rocker. 
If they wear a top rocker, it will not have a bottom rocker. If they have a 
bottom rocker, it will not have the state, city or county on it, most likely it 
will be their road name.

In an MC, Prospects are new members who are wanting to be in the MC. 
Prospects are to avoid disrespecting the club, but at the same time may 
provoke trouble just to prove to others they are worthy of “Patching Out”. It’s 
this action that makes 1%ers and Outlaw 1%ers the ones to watch out for.

In any situation where you are confronted by a 1%er, don’t provoke them. If you 
are in a public space and there is a group of 1%ers that don’t care for you 
showing your cut, it is best to respectfully say “It’s all good, we’ll head down to 
the place we passed on the way here”. It’s not a time for your ego to say “Hey 
man, this is a public space, I can be here if I choose to be” - this scenario will not 
go well for you.

Again, it’s highly unlikely that you will be confronted by them, but it’s always 
good to have this info in the back of your mind.

If you were not at the November 2015 meeting, there was a hand out of the 
di�erences between MC’s and RC’s - this is a great start to understanding how 
an MC member functions.

More information on MC’s, the following website is a great resource (and the 
main resource I grabbed this info from): Motorcycle Club/Riding Club Education. 
This site has a wealth of information and would be good for you to check out: 
www.rcvsmc.net.

Names of the garment you 
apply your identity to :
  • Vest
  • Cut
  • Colors

MC

The 3-Piece Patch

Top rocker

Bottom rocker

Club’s logo


