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Pacific Northwest Vulcan Riders
CHAPTER 1-20

GPS/GPX FILES AND HOW TO CREATE THEM

Some have the gift of direction, photographic memory and navigation. Some don’t. And when you are the one leading a ride and you 
don’t have all the skills just mentioned, GPS is your friend. While you can use these maps as a quick reference while viewing on your 
computer, you may have a GPS system that you’d like to use as well. This information is to help you plan for the ride using the �le you 
can access from our website of the rides to come. But, keep in mind, all cell phones, GPS systems and GPS �les were not created equal, 
so this is to give you a framework of how to go through the process.
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Using Google My Maps

The standard Google Maps has a way of modifying a route, eliminating any 
points that weren’t hard stops (waypoints) to create the shortest or fastest 
route. That’s not what we usually want for a planned motorcycle ride. 

In order to maintain all of the directions for the trip, the maps were created 
from Google Drive, selecting New > More > Google My Maps, rather than the 
standard Google.Com/Maps (which is not as user friendly as Google My Maps).

Accessing the maps from the website to create the GPX �le

To use the maps we’ve already created (as mentioned above), 

1 Go to the calendar on the club’s website (pnw-vulcanriders.com).
2 Scroll to the ride for the month you wish to work with .
3 Click the link that is above the map (in this case “La Conner Ride Map”).

A new browser tab opens showing the ride and all the waypoints.

To create a �le that can be used with most GPS systems, you will need to 
create a GPX format �le. Unfortunately, there are no direct ways to create 
these, so we have to go through a few steps:

1 Click on the 3 dots on the right of the red bar to access the menu. 
2 Select Download KML.

(continue on to the other side)
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Convert the KMZ �le to a GPX �le

The easiest way to get a GPX �le is to use MyGeoData
(https://mygeodata.cloud/converter/kmz-to-gpx).

It’s a free utility for a limited number of conversions per month, 
and you don’t have to create an account to use it. It converts 
KMZ to GPX (which is why it’s important NOT to check the 
“Export to a .KML �le” checkbox in the previous step.

1  Click Convert now! (the green button - you can skip 1 and 2).
2  Drag & Drop �les to the window (or click the blue button to
    navigate to the KML �le - RECOMMENDED).
3  Once you have selected the �le, click Continue.
4  Click the Download button, and you’re almost done!

Notice that downloading creates a ZIP �le. This will contain the 
GPX �le and a log �le. You will need to unzip the �le to get to 
the GPX �le. You don’t need the log �le.

Because every system is di�erent, we won’t go over getting the 
GPX �le into your system, but all you need to do is upload that 
GPX �le into your GPS system.

3 The conversion format we’re recommending requires the KMZ 
format, so make sure to leave the second box UNchecked 
(otherwise you will get a KML �le).

We want a .KMZ �le, leave this 
box UNchecked
Just click OK
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